SIR -Fibromyalgia (FM) is a common syndrome consisting of diffuse aching, pain, or stiffness in the muscles or joints, accompanied by multiple tender points on examination and the clinical profile includes many comorbid psychiatric symptoms as well as an atypical personality profile characterized by high harm avoidance (HA) and low novelty seeking (NS). 1, 2 We have reported a higher frequency of the short promoter region of the serotonin transporter (HTTLPR), associated in some studies with both anxiety-related personality traits and stressrelated depression, in FMS patients confirming a previous study. 2, 3 A second gene widely studied in personality genetics is the dopamine D4 receptor (DRD4), characterized by a highly polymorphic repeat (2-9 repeats of 48 bp) region in its third exon; the 7 repeat was initially associated with NS in some 4, 5 but not all studies. 6 Reduced NS scores in FM patients, 2 prompted us to characterize the DRD4 exon III repeat region in a group we had previously investigated regarding HTTLPR. 2 Altogether, we genotyped 81 female patients and 458 female control subjects. . Multivariate tests of significance showed a significant three-way interaction between personality trait, diagnosis and HTTLPR & DRD4 (Hotelling's Trace ¼ 2.517, P ¼ 0.04). We have previously observed an interaction between the DRD4 and HTTLPR genes on NS in a large nonclinical sample. 7 Women suffering from FM show an unusual personality profile compared to control subjects. It makes sense, therefore, that provisional associations between genes associated with personality traits in nonselected populations will show stronger associations in an extreme phenotypic group such as FM. The current study strengthens this notion. We observed a decreased representation of the DRD4 7 repeat in a small group of FM patients characterized by unusually low scores on NS as measured by a self-report personality inventory, the TPQ. Moreover, an association was also observed between TPQ NS scores and the 7 repeat only in the FM group: subjects with the 7 repeat had significantly higher scores than subjects without this repeat, but nevertheless significantly lower than the control group. Altogether, recent evidence including the current investigation suggests an involvement of both serotonergic 2,3 as well as dopaminergic 8 SIR-Reports of abnormal glucose metabolism in patients with mood and psychotic disorders predate modern psychopharmacology, suggesting a role in these disorders independent of medication effects. 1 Surprisingly little is known, however, about cellular brain glucose metabolism in these disorders. We investigated the polyol (or 'sorbitol') pathway of glucose metabolism, because it is involved in nervous tissue disease in diabetes mellitus. 2 We previously reported elevated concentrations of sorbitol-the initial polyol pathway metabolite of glucose-in the cerebrospinal fluid of nondiabetic patients with bipolar disorder and unipolar major depression.
